
 

 
 

CLIFTON PASTORAL CHARGE – THANKSGIVING 2020 

Psalm 137:1-4 

By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.                      
There on the willows we hung our harps, 
for there our captors asked us for songs;                                                                        
our tormentors demanded songs of joy; 

they said, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 
(But) how can we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign land? 

 
The people of Israel had been taken into exile to Babylon and they couldn’t be joyful in 
such a strange and unfamiliar place. Some even wondered if God could be there, or 
whether God could only be in the land of Israel. Eventually, they adjusted and realized 
that God was in this new place too and could be worshipped and praised there. 

It’s 2020, and the world is in the middle of a pandemic and many of you may be wondering 
like these ancients “How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?”  

In a more extreme way, it reminds me of many years when pain and tragedy didn’t respect 
the joyful season of Thanksgiving (or Christmas and Easter). 

Is there still life and love in the world?  
Is there still hope for a better day than what we are living through? 

Is God with us in this tough time as well as in the easy ones? 
Is there a harvest to be thankful for? 

 
To these questions I answer “yes!” and give God thanks and praise. 
We are people of faith in a loving God we know through Jesus and because of that, we 
know that life and resurrection always have the final word. God is our anchor in the stormy 
seas of life. 

 



However you celebrate Thanksgiving this year, know that God loves you and is at work 
in the world seeking healing and wholeness. 

Sometimes an attitude of thanksgiving needs to be worked at, but it is the only way to 
really live a joyful life. 

As I write this letter, we have just decided to begin again “in person” worship services in 
both churches beginning September 27th, 9:30 a.m. in Hilden and 11 a.m. in Old Barns. 
Hurrah! Stay tuned for more information on how this will work. 

The following week is World Communion Sunday and your sessions have been working 
on plans to make this happen safely; and then comes another special service – 
Thanksgiving Sunday on October 11th. 

As you plan your thanksgiving offering to God for all the gifts of life and love God has 
given you, please note that there is now a choice: Mission & Service and/or Local. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

The Reverend Phillip Kennedy 

 

       

 

Up-Coming Services: 

 

September 27 9:30 a.m. in Hilden  11:00 a.m. in Old Barns 

October 4  9:30 a.m. in Old Barns 11:00 a.m. in Hilden 

 World Wide Communion will be celebrated 

October 11, 18, 25 9:30 a.m. in Hilden  11:00 a.m. in Old Barns 

 

COVID guidelines will be followed. You will need to book your seat ahead of time. Watch 
for more information on these procedures. 

 

 

 


